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Puccini’s once described himself as
a “hunter of wild fowl, operatic librettos
and attractive women.” But his pursuit of
the ideal woman landed him in hot water
with his wife. Her jealousy led to the
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suicide of one of her maids, and Puccini
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was constantly haunted by her memory. The
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roles of Liù in Turandot and Sister Angelica,
are based on her. (Indeed Liù and Tosca are two further Puccini
heroines who commit suicide.)
Come and hear Puccini’s exquisite music and see just why he
himself loved Suor Angelica so very much. It isn’t often performed:
you must not miss it!
Le Carrosse du Saint-Scarement (The Viceroy’s Carriage) - is an
extraordinarily unmissable light-hearted piece by the English
eccentric and polymath, Lord Berners. It counters the pathos and
tragedy of the Puccini perfectly. Dorset Opera is giving the British
stage premiere. It tells the (true) story of the gout-ridden elderly
Viceroy of Peru and his stormy relationship with his mistress. The
original was penned by none other than Prosper Mérimée, author
of Carmen.

“
Dorset Opera

...consistently on a par with the UK’s
five main opera companies

Portrait of Lord Berners
by Gregorio Prieto Muñoz (1897-1992)

‘You cannot afford to miss
Dorset Opera’s double bill!’
London critics are falling over themselves to get to
our performances of Puccini’s Suor Angelica and
Berners’ Le Carrosse du Saint-Sacrement. One
wrote: ‘This is the pairing of the summer opera
season: you cannot afford to miss this double bill!’

Suor Angelica (Sister Angelica) - is Puccini at his
poignant best. The story is a heart-rending tale of
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illegitimate child and has been forced by her
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family to enter a convent to atone for her sin. It was
considered scandallous in its day. It has a parallel in the earlier
Madama Butterfly in that both heroines commit suicide at the
thought of losing their sons. Angelica’s child dies; Butterfly’s child
is to be taken from her to be raised by Pinkerton and his new
American wife.

”
(Opera Now)

Il trovatore: at the time of going to press, tickets for our
performances of Verdi’s Il trovatore are selling exceptionally well.
Friday 27 July is virtually sold out, the other two performances are
fast disappearing. Upcoming press coverage will ensure that the
few remaining seats are snapped up. So if you haven’t already
secured your tickets, you might well be disappointed.
Don’t forget Dorset Opera’s dining options: A four-course
dinner is available on Friday 27 and Saturday 28 July |
Delicious full afternoon tea with the matinee on Saturday 28
July | Picnic Boxes and sandwich platters are available at all
performances. Food must be pre-ordered. Download the form
via the Box Office tab on the Dorset Opera website:
www.dorsetopera.com

BOX OFFICE: 01202 499199
www.dorsetopera.com - Book by phone, online or
in person at The Regent Centre, Christchurch. No
extra charges or booking fee for the use of credit
or debit cards.

Box Office & Food Ordering: 01202 499199
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Dorset Opera asks
Chairman Alan Frost about
his year as High Sheriff
DO: What is the history of the post of High Sheriff?
AF: There have been High Sheriffs for at least 1000 years. The
earliest in Dorset was in AD 787 who acted for pious king Bertric the name of the officer was Beaduherd and met his end whilst
investigating Norse sailors who had come to Weymouth..
DO: Presumably they acted as early policemen?
AF: In early times High Sheriffs had extensive powers. They judged
cases, acted as law enforcement officers,
could raise the ‘Hue and Cry’ after criminals,
and could summon and command the ‘posse
comitatus’, the full military force of the
County. Sheriffs are mentioned throughout
23 out of 63 clauses in the Magna Carta and
were clearly fundamental to the running of
the Shires. Their powers waned from
about 1300, and after the creation of
Coroners and Justices of the Peace and
Paul C
arr
Director,
the establishment of Lord-Lieutenants as
Double
Bill
the personal representatives of the
Sovereign.

Life is for living....

Alan Frost and ‘Ses’ at Cherry Tree Nursery, Northbourne, Bournemouth

DO: Is it a political appointment?
AF: The Office of High Sheriff is independent and non-political and
they are therefore very well placed to bring together a wide range
of people within the community they serve. High Sheriffs receive
no remuneration and no part of the expenses incurred by the High
Sheriff falls on the public purse.
DO: Can you give us an idea of the tasks you undertook?
AF: The job description can be summarised as follows:
• To uphold and enhance the ancient Office of High Sheriff and to
make a meaningful contribution to the High Sheriff’s County
during the year of Office.
• To lend active support to the principal organs of the
Constitution within their County – the
Royal Family, the Judiciary, the Police
and other law-enforcement agencies,
the emergency services, local
authorities, and all recognised church
and faith groups.
• To assure the welfare of visiting High
Court Judges; to attend on them at Court
and to offer them hospitality.
• To support the Lord-Lieutenant on royal
visits and on other occasions as
appropriate.

z
ia Lope
o Garc
Robertco in Il trovatore
8 July
Manri
& Sat 2
Wed 25

• To take an active part in supporting and promoting the
voluntary sector and giving all possible encouragement to
voluntary organisations within a County.

....even after a fall!
EASTBURY HOUSE
RESIDENTIAL HOME
Long Street, Sherborne
Dorset, DT9 3BZ
Tel. 01935 812132
www.eastburyhouse.co.uk

DO: Do you have any interesting statistics linked to your year in
office, and how many times did you get to wear that rather
splendid velvet costume and sword?
AF: There are several, but I’ll give you an idea of the more unusual:
• I attended some 248 Civic events, functions, ceremonies,
prison visits, military and court ceremonies
• I wore the official costume some 58 times
• I travelled 6846 miles
• I spent the equivalent of 10 full days on the beautiful roads of
Dorset
• I shook approximately 1488 hands!

Box Office & Food Ordering: 01202 499199
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Nationale Reisopera News
It has just been announced that the Dutch
government has accepted Nicolas Mansfield’s
rescue plan for the Nationale Reisopera. DO
Chorus Master Nic, takes over as General and
Artistic Director on 1 January 2013.
With 60% budgetary cuts to the
Arts in the Netherlands, the
Company has had to lay-off
much of its workforce including
its whole chorus. It is hoped
that the Reisopera will now
complete its restructuring
Sally
and will continue to be a company where
Directo Burgess
production standards are paramount. Dorset
r, Il tr
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Opera and the Nationale Reisopera hope to
cement their relationship with future joint productions.

Double-bill audience perk
Berners wrote Le Carrosse du Saint-Sacrement without an overture.
The opera simply begins from nowhere. With the help of Constant
Lambert, Berners took some of the more engaging moments from
the score, and constructed a piece which he called Caprice Péruvien.
Dorset Opera intends using this a scene-setter to the opera itself.

Faringdon Folly (1936)
by Lord Berners

DO Garden Party:
win Glyndebourne tickets
This year’s Ritzy Tea Party takes place at glorious Hammoon
House in Hammoon near Shillingstone on Saturday 16 June, from
3.30-6.30pm. Organisers Christina Bueno, Susanne Parkin, Lynda
Rose and Jackie Weager promise a fun-packed afternoon involving
musical entertainment, a splendid afternoon tea, games, and a
champagne finale. There will be a raffle and auction offering some
cracking prizes such as electrical items, a holiday apartment on the
French Riviera, tickets to Glyndebourne, and a dinner for up to 10
people cooked in your own home. If you haven’t received an
invitation or still intend to RSVP, or if you would care to offer a raffle
or auction prize, please leave a voicemail message on 01258
840000 or e-mail info@dorsetopera.com

LARMER TREE
Tollard Royal

WEDDINGS - CEREMONIES AND RECEPTIONS

"Experience Something Different" |

01725 516971 |

www.larmertreegardens.co.uk

Order tickets online www.dorsetopera.com
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Ensure your visit to Dorset
Opera goes smoothly

Saturday performances: We would respectfully
ask Saturday matinee audience-goers to leave the campus shortly
after the performance in order to make way for evening patrons.

Picnicking: Many Dorset Opera-goers now bring picnics to
Bryanston grounds: The Bryanston campus is
private, but it will be open to the public from
5.00pm on performance days (12.30pm for the
Saturday matinee.) You and your guests are most
welcome to wander round the glorious grounds.

Start & Running Times: Evening performances will
start at 7.00pm. The Saturday matinee starts at
2.00pm. Performances will be approximately 185
minutes long. This includes the dinner interval of 45-50
minutes.

eat before the performance or during the interval. In the
twilight, Bryanston’s lawns look resplendent dotted with
tables sporting glittering lights and in some cases,
candelabra! Tables and chairs are available for picnickers on
the lawns and inside the marquee. For those who don’t
want to go to the trouble of preparing food, mini picnic
boxes are available to order for collection at the
y
t
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performance of your choice. For those who prefer to take
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pot luck, sandwiches can be purchased ‘on the night’.
ra
Leono y 27 July
Wines, soft drinks and hot beverages are also available
Frida
from the marquee bar.

Afternoon Tea: At the matinee, we offer a full afternoon tea with
a selection of finger sandwiches, scones with clotted cream and
preserves, and cakes. You have a choice of tea or coffee. This has
proved extremely popular, but you will need to pre-order.
Four-course dining: For those who prefer a more complete
dining experience, Dorset Opera offers a full 4-course promotional
opera dinner starting at 5.45pm at Friday and Saturday evening
performances only. Take two courses before the opera, and return
to your tables for the rest of the meal during the Long Interval.
Wines included. Further information, menus and food order forms
can be found on the Box Office page of our website. Alternatively,
please call Dorset Opera on 01258 840000.

Car Parking: Please drive with care on the Bryanston campus and
park as indicated by the attendants. If you or one of your guests
is disabled, there are parking spaces nearer the entrance to the
Coade Theatre. Please display your disabled permit and ask the
attendants to guide you to designated parking. We would ask you
to take extra care when driving on grass in the car park areas –
especially if it has been raining.

Wheelchair access: Limited facilities do
exist for wheelchair users. Hopefully, patrons
will have informed the Box Office of their
need for a wheelchair space when booking
tickets. For any other requirements please
telephone 01258 840000 in advance of
your visit.

There will always be a
place for you at Dorset Opera...
hodes
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In the event of rain: In the unlikely event

of rain, picnickers are welcome to take
their food into the marquee, or into Bryanston
House itself. Rain or shine, one of the staterooms is always
available for those preferring to picnic indoors.

Box Office & Food Ordering: 01202 499199
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Faringdon House (1933)
by Lord Berners

Exclusive visit to Faringdon
for our Patrons
Thirty of Dorset Opera’s Patrons will be
visiting Faringdon House, Oxfordshire - the
former home of Lord Berners - in June. This
exclusive visit to the now private home,
will involve a tour of the House, a
lecture/recital around Lord Berners’
Cla
piano, and lunch at the Market Place Principessrae Shearer
in
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Restaurant. Dorset Opera could not
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exist without our Patrons’ support.
Patronage begins at just £250 per annum. To become a
Patron, please e-mail info@dorsetopera.com or call 01258 840000.

Recordings...
You can purchase a CD of Le Carrosse du Saint-Sacrement from
Amazon for under £10. It is also available from Naxos at
www.naxosdirect.co.uk/title/8225155.

Books on Lord Berners...
For those seeking more in-depth information about Lord Berners,
we can recommend several excellent books:
Lord Berners: Composer, Writer, Painter
Peter Dickinson | Boydell Press
Lord Berners, The Last Eccentric
Mark Amory | Faber and Faber
Lord Berners’ own works from Turtle Point Press & Helen
Marx Books:
Collected Tales and Fantasies of Lord Berners
First Childhood
A Distant Prospect
The Girls of Radcliff Hall

PRIVATE,
INDEPENDENT,
PROGRESSIVE
At Church House Investment Management,
we look after private individuals and family
groups, along with their pension funds, trusts
and charitable foundations.
Service, expertise and discretion characterise
our relationships with clients, some of whom
we have looked after for generations.

Useful DO addresses:

You will ﬁnd more detail about who we

Friends’ Secretary: Mrs Celia Harvey, Middle House, Powys Green,

www.church-house.co.uk

are and what we do on our website:

Sherbourne DT9 3TA | T: 01935 815883 | celia.m.harvey@gmail.com

Patrons’ Secretary: Mrs Elspeth Brown, 3 Salisbury Street,
Cranborne, BH21 5PU | T: 01725 517581 | elsp21@gmail.com
Dorset Opera HQ: Dorset Opera, Witchampton, BH21 5AU
T: 01258 840000 | info@dorsetopera.com

Registered Office: Dorset Opera, Russell House, Oxford Road,

CHI

Church House
Investment
Management

Church House Investment Management is the trading name
of Church House Investments Ltd, which is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Services Authority

Bournemouth BH8 8EX | www.dorsetopera.com

Order tickets online www.dorsetopera.com
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Perk for Trovatore patrons

Jeremy Carnall conducts
the Sinfonieorchester St
Gallen, Switzerland. Photo
by Michel Canonica

All composers writing operas for French
theatres, were traditionally required to
include ballets to keep their audiences
happy. Verdi was no exception to this ‘rule’
and was required to compose special ballet
music for the Paris premiere of Le Trouvère
in 1857. Dorset Opera intends to include
some of this music as a prelude to Act III of
Juli
the opera, immediately after the interval.
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The following article is reprinted from Opera Now April 2012

IN THE WINGS | Talent Spotting

Artist of the month:
Jeremy Carnall
Jeremy Carnall trained initially as a cellist at Chetham’s School and
the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester, discovering his
passion for conducting along the way. Postgraduate studies took
him abroad to the Royal Conservatory in The Hague and he has
since gone on to work extensively with the Netherlands’ national
touring company, the Nationale Reisopera, as well as holding the
post of first Kapellmeister at Switzerland’s Theater St Gallen since
2008. Closer to home, he is the music director of Dorset Opera and
conducts there each summer.

a new production of Verdi’s Il trovatore, which will be conducted by
Phillip Thomas.’

Carnall’s relatively rooted existence means that, at least for now, he
Carnall describes his move to The Hague as ‘the real watershed for
doesn’t have to cope with the challenges of constant travel and
me in terms of pursuing a career as a conductor’, and cites his
living from a suitcase. Instead, he feels ‘the biggest challenge is
teacher Jac van Steen (currently the music director of the
responsibility for the music, because the love and respect I have for
Dortmund Philharmonic Orchestra) as one of his key influences.
it makes me feel very humble. Working in opera, in particular,
(Other heroes from the past are Carlos Kleiber,
makes me strive to become a better musician, psychologist
Giulini and Barbirolli ‘whose recordings stimulated
and human being: I have written in pencil above my dressing
a love of orchestral sound in me’.) Although clearly
room door, “Your job is to inspire!”’
ambitious, Carnall’s approach to his career could be
described as ‘slow burn’ – eschewing competitions to
Catch Jeremy Carnall at Dorset Opera conducting this year’s
learn his craft the old-fashioned way, and favouring a
double bill of Puccini’s Suor Angelica and Le Carrosse du
long-term position that has provided plenty of scope
Saint-Sacrement (The Viceroy’s Carriage) by Lord Berners.
for exploring different repertoire: ‘Recently, I’ve been
discovering that what I like personally is not always
dson
John Hutrovatore
Il
the repertoire that I conduct well, which is a very
Manrico in
July
Friday 27
strange paradox,’ he explains. ‘I think I’m still too young
to say what I’m good at, but today I feel that I love Verdi
and Mozart as opera composers – perhaps because I’m performing
Dorset Opera requires accommodation for soloists and musicians in
Un ballo in maschera and The Magic Flute next week!’
private homes in Blandford and the surrounding villages. We also
need ladies to take on the duties of dressers during performances and
Having spent much of his career in mainland Europe after training
wardrobe staff (seamstresses) to assist in making up to 160 costumes
in the UK, does he notice any significant differences in working
for this year’s productions. If you are able to assist with any of these
culture when he returns to Dorset each summer? ‘Not really,
tasks, please e-mail info@dorsetopera.com or call 01258 840000.
because opera is a very international art form. On the other hand,
Dorset Opera has its own special atmosphere since all the work is
done in two intensive weeks from start to finish. Last year we
became a festival for the first time, working on two operas
Do you have a business you would like to advertise in this year’s
simultaneously (Tosca and Otello), and this year we’re raising the
souvenir opera programme? Do you know someone who might like to
stakes even higher by presenting the British stage premiere of Le
support Dorset Opera by taking advertising space? If you do, please
Carrosse du Saint-Sacrement (The Viceroy’s Carriage) by Lord
call our advertising manager Althea Collier on 01963 250694
Berners in a double bill with Puccini’s Suor Angelica. There’s also

Can you help?

Advertise in our programme

Box Office & Food Ordering: 01202 499199
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Michael Heseltine. With the support of the Cabinet Secretary, Sir
Robert Armstrong, he was a powerful advocate for greater
professionalism in finance and accountancy, paving the way for
later reforms such as accruals accounting in the public sector.
Tony retired in 1988 and was knighted for his services.
After retirement, he and Jose moved to Sherborne, but he kept in
touch with the public sector as a member of the Senior Salaries
Review Body from 1989-1998. He also served on the Council of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants from 1985 to 1988, as well as the
Institute’s Auditing Practices and Accounting Standards
Committees. A keen liveryman, he was Master of the Needlemakers’
Company in 1999. Passionate about the Arts - especially music - he
was Chairman of South West Arts (1988-91), the fledgling Dorset
Opera (1988-93), and was a trustee of The Friends of Dorset Opera
until 2011. He was involved in heritage and conservation through
Chairmanship of the local branch of the Council for the Protection of
Rural England and the Sherborne House Trust.

Sir Anthony Wilson with
Roderick Kennedy in earlier years

Dorset Opera says a
fond farewell to two
ex-Chairmen
Sir Anthony Wilson KBE

He was a devoted husband to Jose and father of Duncan, Victoria,
and Oliver, and proud grandparent of Hannah, Jessica, Meg, Harry,
Daniel, and Louis.

William Cooper
William Cooper was Chairman of Dorset Opera prior to Sir Tony
Wilson, and was a Sherborne headmaster. He passed away four
days after Christmas 2011, aged 88. He was well-known in and
around Sherborne and served as a town councillor.

Sir Anthony Wilson was born in Leeds in 1928. His father died
when he was a year old and his mother had died by the time he
was 14. He was brought up by aunts. He joined the Leeds
accountancy firm John Gordon Walton and Co in 1945. His career
was interrupted by National Service - he served in the Navy as a
Chief Petty Officer. An accomplished sportsman, he was part of the
Devonport gun race team for the Royal Tournament, and
represented the Navy at tennis and rugby.

His career at Sherborne School spanned a total of 40 years, during
which time he was an assistant master, head of department, house
master and later, a staff representative on the governing body.

In 1955, he moved to London with his new wife Jose, whose father
was a farmer and Chairman of the West Riding County Council.
Tony had joined Price Waterhouse in 1952 and made rapid
progress. In 1956, he was sent to their New York office on
international exchange, and was a partner at the age of 33. He
became a member of the firm’s first Policy Committee, the elected
body that ran PW - a position he held until he left the firm in 1984.

He is survived by his much-loved family - wife Dorothy, children
Clare, Ben and Rachel, daughter-in-law Debbie and grandchildren
Charlotte and Oliver.

As an auditor he was responsible for clients including Unilever and
the Thomson Organisation - publishers of The Times - where he
established a good relationship with Lord Thomson. He also served
for a period as PW’s Director of Communications and External
Relations and was responsible for PW firms in India and the Middle
East. He was closely involved in the then radical decision to move
PW outside the City to a new building next to London Bridge:
Southwark Towers (demolished to make way for the ‘Shard’.)
In 1984 Tony joined HM Treasury as Head of the Government
Accountancy Service (with the wonderful acronym ‘HoTGAS’) and
Chief Accountancy Adviser to the Government. He was recruited by
the Permanent Secretary to raise the profile and enhance the role
of accountants within Government following on from the Financial
Management Initiative launched by Margaret Thatcher and

Mr Cooper was also a well-known artist and an enthusiastic
supporter and contributor to Sherborne Art Club. On retirement, he
concentrated on his artistic career and will be remembered for his
collages. He exhibited in London, Bristol and Sherborne, and was
artist’s chairman of the Royal West of England Academy in Bristol.

The Friends of Dorset Opera
For those who would prefer to receive their DONews
and other communications electronically, please ensure that the
Friends’ secretary, Celia Harvey, has your up-to-date e-mail
address. She can be contacted at celia.m.harvey@gmail.com

Dorset Opera is a Registered Charity No: 1105318 and
a Company Limited by Guarantee No: 5170704
t: +44 (0)1258 840000 e: info@dorsetopera.com
www.dorsetopera.com
For advertising opportunities in DO News and in opera programmes,
contact Althea Collier on 01963 250694
or by e-mail: ad@dorsetopera.com
Printed by Xadon t:01202 481234

Order tickets online www.dorsetopera.com
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GLYNDEBOURNE FESTIVAL 2012
A SEASON OF SCREENINGS FROM THE GLYNDEBOURNE FESTIVAL 2012
EXCEPTIONAL OPERA FOR EVERYONE AT YOUR LOCAL CINEMA
Sunday 10 June, 6.30pm

THE CUNNING LITTLE VIXEN (LIVE)
Friday 22 June, 6pm

LA CENERENTOLA (CAPTURED LIVE 2005)
Sunday 22 July, 6pm

THE FAIRY QUEEN (CAPTURED LIVE 2009)
Friday 17 August, 6pm

LE NOZZE DI FIGARO (LIVE)
Sunday 19th August, 6pm

RAVEL DOUBLE BILL (LIVE)
Tickets: £23, Members £21, Concessions £22
CINEMA

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA LIVE
LIVE VIA SATELLITE FROM NEW YORK
THE MET’S AWARD-WINNING SERIES OF LIVE, HIGH DEFINITION PERFORMANCES
Saturday 13 October, 5.35pm

Saturday 5 January, 4.40pm

L’ELISIR D’AMORE

LES TROYENS

Saturday 27 October, 5.35pm

Saturday 19 January, 5.35pm

OTELLO

MARIA STUARDA

Saturday 10 November, 5.35pm

Saturday 16 February, 5.35pm

THE TEMPEST

RIGOLETTO

Saturday 1 December, 5.35pm

Saturday 2 March, 4.40pm

LA CLEMENZA DI TITO

PARSIFAL

Saturday 8 December, 5.35pm

Saturday 16 March, 3.40pm

UN BALLO IN MASCHERA

FRANCESCA DA RIMINI

Saturday 15 December, 5.35pm

Saturday 27 April, 4.40pm

AIDA

GIULIO CESARE

Tickets: £23, Members £21, Concessions £22
Book all 12 and pay for only 10
CINEMA

0844 406 8666
www.lighthousepoole.co.uk

